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intimate companion for many years of the beautiful
Duchess of Grafton.

Love did not begin at first sight. Sylvius played
with Amasia when they both were children, and
neither thought of love. Later on, in early youth,
the poet was devoted only to a male friend, one
Martin. To him ecstatic verses are inscribed:

0 Martin ! Martin / let the grateful sound

Reach to that Heav*n which has our Friendship crowned.

And, like our endless Friendship, meet no bound.

But alas ! one day Martin came back, after a long
absence, and, although he still

With generous, kind, continued Friendship hurtfd,

he found Sylvius entirely absorbed by Amasia.
Martin knew better than to show temper; he
accepted the situation, and

the lov*d Amasia*s Health flew round,
Amasia's Health the Golden Goblets crown''d,

Now began the first and happiest portion of the
story. Amasia had no suspicion of the feelings of
the poet, and he was only too happy to be permitted
to watch her movements. He records, in successive
copies of verses, the various things she did. He
seems to have been on terms of delightful intimacy
with the lady, and he calls all sorts of people of the
highest position to witness how he suffered. To Lady
Sandwich are dedicated poems on " Amasia, drawing
her own Picture," on " Amasia, playing with a
Clouded Fan," on " Amasia, singing, and sticking
pins in a Red Silk Pincushion." We are told how
Amasia " looked at me through a Multiplying-Glass/'